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QA/QC: Summary of improved checks

& improvements for 2021 reporting
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QA/QC – KEY elements to ”TAKE HOME”

• PAY ATTENTION TO “Data quality” results when 

submitting XMLs
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QA/QC – KEY elements to ”TAKE HOME”

• QA in CDR requires CROSS-checks between data-

flows 

• IF an XML is not RELEASED and ACCEPTED, the data 

in the XML is not HARVESTED

• Errors might exist in “I” if “H” is not released
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QA/QC – KEY elements to ”TAKE HOME”

• If unresolved issues:

• DO NOT JUST LEAVE ENVELOPES IN DRAFT

• CONTACT US on AQD IPR e-Reporting Helpdesk: 

aqipr.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu

• ASK US FOR A BILATERAL MEETING

mailto:aqipr.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu
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QA/QC

• Importance of qa/qc

• Reminder of categories

• On-going improvements on H-K

• Key links between H-K & order of submission

• Improvements & updates on H-K
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Why is QA/QC important? reminder!!! 

• Still crucial for

– Country 

– EEA (both IT & content)

– Commission
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Check categories reminder!!! 

• Categories:

– BLOCKER

– ERROR

– WARNING 

– INFO

– OK

– SKIPPED
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Check categories reminder!!! 

• BLOCKER:

– A critical error. The envelope can not be released. Normally, a blocker 

is an error in the format of the file, or in the structure or content of 

the data. Such a critical error makes it impossible for the delivery to 

be harvested and integrated into the database. The envelope can only 

be released if every incorrect file is removed and replaced by 

corrected files.



8th IPR Technical Meeting Jaume Targa – 4sfera (ETC-ATNI)

• ERROR:

– An important error. The envelope can be released, but part of its 

content may be excluded from the European database 

– Data Reporters are strongly advised to correct errors.

– A clarification or a resubmission WILL be requested, when the data is 

processed and the final feedback is added to the envelope. 

Check categories        reminder!!! 
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• WARNING :

– An issue that may be an error. Data Reporters are advised to check 

the correctness of the records or values that raised the warning. The 

envelope can be released.

– Data Reporters are strongly advised to check warnings.

– A clarification or a resubmission MAY be requested, when the data is 

processed and the final feedback is added to the envelope. 

Check categories reminder!!! 
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• INFO:

– Other issues related to the quality of the data or content of the 

submission. 

– The envelope can be released.

Check categories reminder!!! 
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• OK:

– The automatic QC did not detect quality issues. 

– The envelope can be released.

Check categories reminder!!! 



8th IPR Technical Meeting Jaume Targa – 4sfera (ETC-ATNI)

• SKIPPED:

– Data check has been executed, but there was "Nothing found to 

check", typically because of missing optional data

Check categories reminder!!! 
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Improvements on QA in 2020
• Constant review to o ensure QA works 100%

• Improvements on small bugs

• Improvements on important bugs on cross-checks

• Substantial improvement on EEA’s infrastructure:

– Better and quicker cross-checks

– Minimise unexpected errors

– Improve individual times, quicker envelope runtime, less 
backlog…
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Improvements on QA in 2020
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Improvements on QA in 2020
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Improvements on QA in 2020
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Improvements on QA in 2020

• Enable EEA to harvest & process data

• Ensure linkages between H-K to B-G are 
correct

• Ensure data makes sense and data can 
be used
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Improvements on QA in 2020

• One XML per ENVELOPE
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Improvements on QA in 2020

• One XML per ENVELOPE

– Ensure completeness

– Compare with previous submissions

–Track re-uploads
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Improvements on QA in 2020

• LATEST envelope per YEAR

– Same philosophy as B-G 

– Ensure completeness

– Improve cross-checks

– Allows for error free re-uploads
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Upgrade/downgrade “Error type”

• H10, I10, J10 & K10  Blockers – ensure correct namespace

• Checks linkage to EEA’s vocabulary are Blockers

• H12 Blocker: Plan MUST link correctly to an ATTAINMENT (G) **

• I11 Blocker: Source Apportionment MUST link correctly to an AQ 
Plan (H) **

• I12 Blocker: Source Apportionment MUST link correctly to an 
ATTAINMENT (G) **
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Upgrade/downgrade “Error type”

• K11 Blocker: Measures MUST link correctly 
to a Source Apportionment (I) OR an 
ATTAINMENT (G) **

• K12 INFO: if measures are link to 
Evaluation Scenarios (J), it needs to be 
correct.
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Upgrade/downgrade “Error type”

• J11 Blocker: Evaluation Scenario MUST link 
correctly to an AQ Plan (H) **

• J12 Error/blocker: Evaluation Scenario 
shall link to Source Apportionment (I) **
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Upgrade/downgrade “Error type”

• Evaluation scenarios MUST link correctly 
with Measures (K) both**

–J27 baseline measures

–J32 projection measures

(Latest envelope per year!)
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Improvement on H-K

• Improve speed

• Correct output layout

• Small bugs

• Ensure cross-checks function
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Improvement on Iinking to SamplingPoint

• Important improvement on I30 to I32

– When linking to Sampling Points majority of countries 
incorrectly link to Stations EoiCode (not even Station 
localid). 

Like in G -> aqd:stationUsed MUST link to SPO
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Improvement on H-K (2021)

• On-going analysis to detect issues with reported 
data & links

• On-going analysis to detect bugs in qa

• Improve existing bugs in some checks
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Improvement on H-K (2021)

• Ensure completeness of envelopes

• Allow the re-use of measures already submitted 
(latest envelop year!)
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Any Questions?

EEA-ETC/ATNI contact:
Jaume Targa (4sfera Innova)
Principal consultant

AQD IPR e-Reporting Helpdesk: 
aqipr.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu

m. +34 679 38 01 01
e. jaume.targa@4sfera.com
skype jaume.targa.4sfera
twitter @4sfera
web www.4sfera.com

You can follow us on twitter @4sfera

mailto:aqipr.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu
mailto:jaume.targa@4sfera.com
http://www.4sfera.com
https://twitter.com/@4sfera
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Crosschecks between H-K – Submission order!
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Crosschecks between H-K
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Crosschecks between H-K
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